
 

Lane County Climate Advisory Committee 
March 2nd, 2022 2:00PM – 4:00 PM 

Zoom 
Members Present: David Eisler, Tao Orion, Rob Zako, Vice Chair Eloise Parish-Mueller, Sarah Altemus-
Pope, Melinda Montgomery 

Members Absent: Commissioner Joe Berney, Maya Buchanan, Chair Dr. M Jackson 

Lane County Staff: Mark Nystrom, Cody Kleinsmith 

Introductions  
At 2 PM Eloise Parish Mueller called the meeting to order and introductions were made. We had a new 
member this month but we decided to delay longer introductions until the other two members would 
be present. 
 
Action Item: Approve January Minutes 

- Motioned by: Sarah-Altemus Pope 
- Seconded by: David Eisler 
- Vote: 6Aye’s 

 
Public Comment   
Patricia Hine:  
Director, 350 Eugene, voiced support for the Lane County CAP and urged the county to keep the section 
regarding support for cities around natural gas. 
Peter Dragovich:  
Urged continued regulation of natural gas/methane use in Lane County. 
Zach Mulholland:  
Hoping to provide feedback to the Board regarding CAP changes. 
Paige Hopkins:  
Beyond Toxics and requestedI15 minutes to talk about this integration and the vulnerability assessment 
at the next CAC meeting. 
Jim Neu:  
Described his disappointment in the CAP editing process. 
Linda Kelley:  
Voiced concerns about the lack of action at the local level and urged continued vigilance around natural 
gas usage.  
Laura Feinstein:  
Urged the County to consider a CPACE program and focus on energy efficiency and electrification. 
Mike Allen:  
Provided an update from the Parks Committee and wants Lane County to pursue further federal grants. 
 

 Climate Advisory Committee 
 Moving the County’s Climate Agenda Forward 



 
 
Energy Future Conversation  
Tony Ramos, Kellye Dundon, Ryan Bracken: NW Natural   
Dylan Plummer, Melanie Plaut: Sierra Club  
Jeannine Parisi, Megan Capper: EWEB 
The three organizations presented 10-minute snapshots of their take on natural gas and the promises of 
electrification. There was a robust conversation from the CAC members regarding the contents of the 
plan. View the recording for details. Some of the high-level concerns/thoughts/ideas: 

1. The discussion was too Eugene-centric (EWEB and NW Natural primarily serve the 
Eugene/Springfield area. 

2. Difficult to understand all the concepts without better framing on the impacts for the county. 
3. A desire to provide feedback on the updated greenhouse gas mitigation plan and an extension 

of the deadline (which was completed—plan approval was move to April 12) 
4. A discussion of the merits of decarbonizing the natural gas system vs prohibiting expanision of 

the existing system. 
 

Action Items                                             
Work plan approval (Vice Chair Parish-Mueller)  

- Motioned by: Tao Orion 
- Seconded by: Sarah Altemus-Pope 
- Vote: 6 Aye’s 

 
CAC Member Updates & Announcements 
Mark Nystrom discussed the timeline of the CAP updates and the reasons for deadlines when dealing 
with the upcoming Board presentation. The CAC requested that the Board delay the presentation for a 
month and Mark said he would share that request with Commissioner Berney (who got the Board to 
move the meeting by a month.) 
There was a discussion that the CAC discuss a proposal for forest carbon recommendations to be made 
to the Board. 
 
Adjourn 
Eloise adjourned the meeting at 4 PM. 
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